
Born in Baltimore and raised in the Whitelock, Reservoir Hill neighborhood 
Carlmichael “Stokey” Cannady was exposed to a life of crime and drugs at a 
young age; and in 1998 Stokey found his back up against a wall fighting for 
his freedom and ultimately was sentenced to federal prison. 
 
During his time away he began writing and became a published author, his 
literary compositions include several novels;  Whitelock City I & II, A Penny 
With A Hole In It, Worthless, My God & My Word, and Gutter Juice. 
 
It wasn't before long when Stokey was given an opportunity to be part of a 
film project and he quickly fell in love with its potential to inspire change. 
Stokey has worked creatively in the film industry for the last several years. 
In addition to his documentary, “The Rise, Fall and Resurrection of 
Carlmichael “Stokey” Cannady, he has made countless appearances on a 
plethora of media outlets and w as   profiled on “Jay-Z’s Life & Times” 
website. 
 
His passion and tireless devotion for giving back to his community birthed 
the respective companies of Never Give Up Inc., The Stokey Project, and 
Real Brothers; and in turn he has become the recipient of several 
humanitarian awards and community accolades . Stokey has successfully 
hosted food and clothing drives for the less fortunate, mentored troubled 
youth, organized back to school rallies, basketball tournaments and has 
made himself available to anyone in need. 
 
In recent news Carmichael “Stokey”  Cannady became more than a leader in 
his neighborhood but a beacon of light, a symbol of hope and an activist in 
Baltimore City. During the 2015 Baltimore Up-rise Stokey was instrumental 
in organizing peaceful rallies, created alternative outlets for youth to be 
heard and utilized his influence to bring calm to the storm. 
 
Currently Stokey works alongside local staple Shoe City, restructuring the 
company's brand and bringing local standouts on board such as NBA player 
Will Barton, rising boxer Gervonta Davis, dirt-bike star Chino Braxton, Roc 
Nation's Emory Jones and many others. 
 
Through his commitment to a better Baltimore Stokey is actively working 
 towards establishing a family resource center, The Bridge Center to give 
the disenfranchised opportunities and outlets to move beyond their current 
situations. His hope is to inspire future leaders to never give up. 

fb.me/stokeycannady 
 
@thestokeyproject 
 
@thestokeyproject
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